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A Word from SUISA

SUISA is Saga University International
Student Association EEAFF A ERZRE
Some people mistake it for foreigner
student’s  association BF4S, but it's
important to remember that it's open to
every student who wants to join.

Welcome Party Fall 2019 @ A letter from Lithuania

International student life

On the 11th of October, SUISA organized a
welcome party for the new international
students that came to Saga university for
the fall semester at the Kasasagi hall,
supported by the Saga University
International Division.

Saga in Autumn

On the weekend of the 18th and 19th of
October different festivals were happening
in Saga University and around Saga Castle.
While on the 1st week of November,
studetns could enjoy Balloon Festival and
Karatsu Kunchi.
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A Word from SUISA I

SUISA is Saga University
International Student
Association R4 ERE AL
#.Some people mistake it for
foreigner student’s
association %42, but it's
important to remember that it is open to every
student who wants to join. In fact, one of our
main goal is to get the new infternational
students to make new friends with their
Japanese and international fellows. SUISA
started as a group of friends with a common
goal; to give the new international students a
warm welcome to Saga. Also, SUISA helps to
provide them moral support and help them
make new friends to begin their new chapterin
Saga University in the best possible way. By
hosting the welcome party back in fall 2017 as
a first event, SUISA became closer to its goals. 2
years have passed since then and now the
welcome party became a part of its annual
fradition. SUISA also widened its activities by
organizing events such as the sports event and
picnic. With the support of Saga University
International Department, a group of SUISA
members started “HI from Saga” to keep in
touch with their fellow international students
who have graduated and are now in different
parts of the world, hoping that those humble
words can reach out to them filling their hearts
with the warm memories from their fime in Saga.

RN

SUISA’'s members in duty

Lastly, we hope that we can provide for the
fellow students who are currently studying in
Saga University information and stories about
events and experiences they can enjoy here.

Welcome party fall 2019 I

Approximately 140 persons joined the welcome
party, including international students and
Japanese students, creating a great social
opportunity in a casual atmosphere. Not only
students, but all sort of people such as
professors, university staff and representatives of
the government and civil society were enjoying
the party.

The reception started around 6.30pm and the
hall was filled with people in no time and soon
enough the party started with a warm welcome
speech by Peemmaphat Buarapha (Thailand)
and Amelia Rizky (Indonesia), the MCs of the
night. They then introduced professor Teramoto
Noriyoshi, the vice president of Saga University
and head of the International Department. He
gave a warm welcoming speech and sheered
up the rest of the evening with a memorable
toast. It was then followed on by speeches from
Wiley Lin Wei Hsuan (Taiwan) and Min Junho
(Korea) as representatives of the new
international students. Half way through the
evening, the representative from Saga city and
Saga Prefecture International associations
infroduced themselves to the audience and
explained about the support they provide for
foreigners in Saga.

Good time flies fast and sadly it was time fo end
the welcome party and it was up to Akatsuki
Nakashima (Japan) to close the party, with a
closing speech. Hopefully everyone enjoyed
the party and we look forward to the next one.



Saga in Autumn I

On the 18th and 19th of October, the very best
month of autumn, the street became more
lively than usual. With the slight cool weather
outdoor, people from every age gathered over
in the Saga castle and Saga University areaq,
since 3 events are being held in the same day;
Saga Saiko Fes, Saga University Festival and Thai
Festival.

* Saga Saiko Festival

“Rediscover Saga culture and charm through
arts and music” is the experience “Saga Saiko
LN . o

Fes” aims to give to their guest. There are many
famous artists such as Kanoe Rana, Freak,
Beverly, Rena and Tokuhisa performed live at
the main stage all two days of the festivals.
There are also workshop from various field of art,
from calligraphy, branding design, to painting
picture of shoes. There was a parade along the
Jonai Doori and Honmaru Doori Road. The
parade consists of dressed as hundreds of
famous Saga history figures during the end of
Bakumatsu period in the name of “Saga Isshin”.

* Thai Festival

Exhausted from the Saga Saiko Fest, many
people came to relax and fill their stomach with
Thai food at the Thai Festival held in front of the
prefectural library. Visitors could enjoy famous
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Thai Flower Arrangement

Thai food like Ka Prao Rice, Koo Man Gai, Pad
Pong Krari or even some harder to find Thai
delicious dessert.

* Saga University Festival

Not so far from Saga Saiko and Thai Festival
Venue, at Saga University the “22nd Saga
University Festival” were held. The theme of this
year's festival was “Hop" inspired from the “Hop,
Step and Jump” from the Heisei era to the new
beginning of Reiwa era. The main road of Saga
University was filled with passionate greeting
from the students who runs various food and
drink store in the “Bazaar”. All the stores were
run by the student in various Circle for the fund
to support their beloved activities. At the same
time, several stores were run by saga city locals
in the “Gaba Event”.

Saga University Festival

As if the 2 days full of fascinating festival wasn't
enough, during the end of October and the
start of November, the long-awaited Saga
Balloon festival and Karatsu Kunchi was held in
the same weekends.

* Saga International Balloon Fiesta

| always wondered what was so special about
balloons. But after seeing hundreds of balloons
floatin the skies myself | felt that it gave me such
a nostalgic fantasy feling. Many of my
childhood books, films and animations have
balloons in them, the wizard of oz, around the
world in 80 days and Up have balloons in them.
Perhaps travelling with balloon is dreamier than
the stiff iron airplane. | found this feeling the first
time | went to the “Saga International Balloon
Fiesta”. This year, it was held from the 315 of
October until the 4th of November 2019 by Kase
Riverside. A special station was temporarily



opened allowing visitors to go there easily. 115
balloons including competitive balloons from
overseas, commercial balloons and cartoon
shaped balloon like Minion was launched into
the sky.

* Karatsu Kunchi

On the same period of time, another famous
festival “*Karatsu Kunchi” was held from 2nd to 4th
November in Karatsu, Saga. There were 14 floats
in the shape of Samurai Helmet, adorable sea
breams, dragons and mythical creatures has
paraded through Karatsu city followed by the
exciting sound of Taiko drums. The locals carried
the floats which are about 2 to 5 tons and shout
“Enya Enya” and "“Yoisa Yoisa” with enthusiasm.
The sound of it really made you want to shout
alongside wit’rh them.
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A Letter from Lithuania I

Ausra Urbanaviciute, is a SPACE E from Vytautas
Magnus University, Lithuania, she arrived on
October 2018 and left saga university in August
2019. Here is a letter describing her experience:

The exchange year in Saga was a
‘ ‘ culturally and academically enriching

experience that gave me a new
perspective on many things in life. | also made
friendships that will hopefully last a lifetime.
Saga is a wonderful small city with arich culture
to experience. Apart from lovely parks, cafes
and various cultural events inside the city, there
is a huge number of things to do and places to
see all around Kyushu. You can find some
amazing food too. Urabe, A small Karaage
restaurant next to the university was one of my
favourite places to go for a wonderful meal.

University  life  was surprisingly nice, the
international student office along with all of the
professors and my wonderful tutor were always
helpful and supportive and ready to answer
any of the questions that might occur.

The close-knit circle of international students at
Saga University was what made my exchange
experience amazing. Whether it was simple day
to day talks with a cup of coffee, weekend trips
to around Kyushu or study sessions for exames, it
was always the best fime spent with

lovely people. | am truly grateful for , ,

the exchange experience in Saga.
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Having fun with friends in Saga

Special Thanks to

Matsuo Saki for coordination and support and
Miki Kitamura for helping with translation

Edited by

Rami Derbel, 39 Year doctoral in Architecture and
Urban Design. Alvin Lean, 4" Year Undergraduate in
Civil Engineering. Jevri Tri Ardiansah, 15! Year Master’s
in Information Science. Peemaphat Buarapha, 2n¢
Year master’s in Art and Regional Design. Akatsuki
Nakashima, 29 Year Undergraduate in Art and
Regional Design.
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