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Many events had to be cancelled due to the spread of COVID-19 these days. At Saga 

university, almost all of the classes were held online.  More than 96 million cases have 

 Name: Lulie 
Country: Ethiopia 

Q: Did you have to pay for the hotel for the 

 

Q: Why did you choose to study in Saga 

 

different now from what they used to be 

before this pandemic happends through this 

interview with him.  Not being able to meet 

people, friends, families, and not being able 

everyday. Particularly these exchange 

students who came all the way from other 

countries to Saga may be feeling lonley in 

this different environment. We hope this 

pandemic will be over as soon as possile 

and hope to be able to hold  international 

events again soon!

online interview↑

Q: Do you have any messages for Saga 

I want to meet everyone like I want to 

share cultures and interact with many 

students. I also want to thank everyone 

like when I went out, everyone I met was 

really nice to me.

In October. I stayed in Tokyo for two weeks 

for quarantine.

No. I think it was covered by MEXT 

scholarship.

It was a little bit boring but okay. About 

food, we ordered from outside. And there

were also some convenience stores, so we 

could go there and buy some foods.

I got my supervisor in Saga and we 

communicated each other like we developed 

my work together in my country so I decided 

to come to Saga. And it’ s a good university. 

It’ s a little bit small but there are many 

international students. I like the city too. It’ s a 

small city but we can explore by bike.

Q: What are you currently studying in Saga? 

Currently I’ m a research student and 

studying about tropical crops.

I like it. I have a good tutor and good friends. 

It’ s early to say this but it’ s good and I’ m 

still adapting.

For this winter issue, We got this opportunity to interview some of the international  students in 

Saga who managed to come to Japan during this pandemic. The interviews are below.

(※）

(※）The financila support was provided by MEXT and Saga University



Name: Donzala

Country： （West Africa)

Q: Where did you stay during quarantine and who 

Q: How is the situation of COVID-19 in your 

He showed us a charm he got from the Saga 

shrine during this interview and introduced us 

how he has been enjoying the life in Saga. He 

here too. 

online interview↑

Q: What brought you to Saga university. 

I think Saga is a lively city. I am enjoying my 

life in Saga. I got used to this condition. I mean 

wearing masks and keeping distance from 

people are a part of my habits now. For 

instance, if I forget to wear a mask and go out, I 

notice this immediately because the wind hits 

my nose. Then I quickly go back to get it.

         

     

         

       

         

Because Saga is not a capital or big city. I think 

living in countryside is easier like… to make 

friends is easier and I think I can have an 

enjoyable life. When I came to Saga university, 

my supervisor Hino-Sensei (Sensei is a form of 

address for a professor or a teacher in 

Japanese), made everything easier for me 

before I arrived. I’ m very lucky. I think it is 

better to choose countryside. Saga was my top 

choice.

          

          

          

           

         

   

I stayed at JICA’ s facility. I didn’ t need to pay 

anything.

          

      

       

         

         

         

      

Yes. I am Some Donzala David from Burkina Faso, West 

Africa. I came to Saga university as a research student 

(Ph.D). I arrived in Tokyo on the 10th of November and 

needed to do quarantine for two weeks. I could not go 

out anywhere during quarantine. Then I came to Saga 

on 25th of November.

When I was still there, the situation wasn’ t too 

bad. But it became more dangerous around

November 22nd because there was an election. 

People met up every day and people gathered to 

vote. I think that made the corona situation worse. 

In my opinion, it will get better soon because the

election ended, and government presented some 

solutions.

Q: What are you studying at Saga university?  

 
I will study civil engineering at Hino

Sensei’ s laboratory as a Ph.D student. I already 

started Japanese class with Koga Sensei since 

last October. I’ m not yet good but still trying.



Name: Erijon

Q: Did you have quarantine when you arrived in 

Q: Which exact date did you come to japan. 

We could get a precious information through this 

are announcing which made us aware that the 

information on the internet is not always telling truths. 

We learned that they had a war before the establishment 

cannot imagine such things are actually happning every 

day in this world. 

online interview↑

Q: Did you pay for the hotel and foods during 

Q: How is the situation of corona virus in your 

 

Comparing with everywhere else, it’ s much 

better because the corona cases are so low, and 

everything is open. I heard everywhere else is

lockdown. And people here are so nice.

        

       

          

          

         

    

It’ s quite bad. Officially there are maybe around 5 % of whole 

population already tested and got positive results. But 

actually, there are much more infected people. There are a lot 

of people who can’ t take the test because of some reasons. 

For example, one or two people have corona in family and the 

other members of the family have symptoms. Then they don’ t 

go to the hospital and are considered as an infected person. 

So, if it’ s sure that they have corona, they are not allowed to 

take test because it’ s waste of test and they just do 

quarantine by themselves. So, I’ m sure there are many 

infected people more than 5 % of population.

Yes, the receipts came after the quarantine. In the 

beginning, there was a company that was arranging 

all of that. About the food, we are not allowed to eat 

outside. We had two options, that we buy foods from 

convenience store in the hotel or order the room 

services. But room services are way too expensive, 

so I had to eat foods from the convenience store 

every day for two weeks.

           

        

          

         

         

       

         

         

      

Yes, actually I was supposed to come to Japan in April, and 

I had a plane ticket and prepared everything. I was going 

to leave Kosovo to Japan on 2nd of April. But by the middle 

of March, all of Europe started to do quarantine and all the 

flights from Europe are banned to Japan. So, my flight was 

cancelled. After that I got e-mails from the Japanese 

embassy every month, the e-mails said like all the flights 

were still closed. The e-mail that I got in July said I should 

wait until end of October, but it was still unsure. In 

September I finally got the information that I can travel to 

Japan and need to do quarantine for two weeks where I 

arrived before I use public transportation. So, I did 

quarantine in Tokyo for two weeks.

23rd of October.

I’ m from Kosovo. Kosovo is a small country and is 

located in southeast Europe in a region called 

Balkans. It’ s one of the youngest countries in the 

world. Kosovo was established in 2008. It’ s only 

around 13 years old. 90 % of Kosovar are 

Albanians and we speak the Albanian language. 

Only 2 million inhabitants live there. About the 

size of country, I compared with Japan and I found 

Gifu prefecture is the same size as Kosovo.

Q: Why did you choose to come to Saga university? 

I wasn’ t looking at university. I was just checking 

the programs. And I think the program of Saga 

university suited me the best.

        

       

Q: What are you studying in Saga university?  

I’ m trying to research structural engineering.

         

          

   

            

         

            

          

         

Of course, we wanted to meet and interview in person but now 

we know that we can still learn enough via online meetings.

         

(※）

                  (※）The financila support was provided by MEXT and Saga University



Name: Yen
Country: Vietnam (Southeast Asia)

Q: Please introduce yourself! 

Q: How much did you spend during the quarantine 

I haven’ t had face-to-face classes because of 

online classes. I refrain from going outside as much 

as possible. However, I often go on campus, to do 

some documents and studying at the library. 

Chinatown. I ate a lot of Chinese food there. 

Vietnam. 

this year. We wish her all the best and hope that her 

online interview↑

          

          

          

          

          

      

         

      

Hot springs. I don't recall if it was Uresano or Takeo, 

but I went to a hot spring on the mountain the other 

day.

If you study, the countryside is good. That's why I 

like Saga. I think that the city is convenient when you 

go out with friends.

Q: How is Saga compared to your home city Hanoi? 

Hanoi is the capital of Vietnam, so Saga s very 

lively, different from where I come from.

I want to work at Japanese companies. Also, I would 

like to teach Japanese in Vietnam, but I think my first 

priority is to get a job at a Japanese company and 

gain a lot of experience in Japan.

My name is Yen. I'm studying Japanese at Saga 

University's Faculty of Education. I will stay in Saga 

for one year.

I arrived in Tokyo last October. I came to Saga 

after two weeks of quarantine.

I received MEXT scholarship and it covered my 

hotel fees and meals during quarantine.

There are very few people infected in Vietnam 

now compared to Japan. There were only one 

infected person yesterday. Vietnam started 

prohibiting foreigners from entering the country 

early.

When I came to Japan from Vietnam, I felt the 

temperature in Japan was cold .

I became interested because a Vietnamese senior 

who is studying abroad at Saga University introduced 

this university. My senior is still studying at Saga 

University to get their PhDs.

I have been studying it for 4 years.

After reading Doraemon and Detective Conan 

when I wad a little kid.

Q: Please give a message to saga university students! 

I've already experienced a lot of things since I came 

to Saga, Japan. You can learn new things, and you 

can interact with local students a lot, such as this 

interview, so if you have a chance, you should visit 

Vietnam, visit other foreign countries, and 

experience a lot! It's a tough situation with Corona 

right now, but let's do our best!

(※）

(※）The financila support was provided by MEXT and Saga University



Name: Mustofa 
Country: Indonesia  (Southeast Asia)

 

Q: Please introduce yourself 

A: Yes, my name is Mustofa from Indonesia.

I’ m right now in Saga as a graduate student at Saga 

university major in electronic engineering. I actually 

got accepted by Saga university last year in around 

in time due to COVID-19. But fortunately, I could come 

Q: Where did you stay during quarantine and who 

myself. I spent about 6 hours to do all the procedures 

at the airports. It was tough.

And since I’ m a Muslim, we have some restrictions 

with foods. It was quite hard during quarantine. I was 

allowed to buy stuff only from a convenience store in 

the hotel so there were only two options that we eat 

painful.

Q: How is the situation of COVID-19 in where you 

the universities in Indonesia but because of covid-19, I 

job in March. 

So, from March to November, I did nothing. I was just 

A: I study electrical engineering, especially on solar 

A: I got used to living here. But I was surprised by 

 but the 

. We rarely face the 

cold weather in Indonesia.

about Saga, I started to fall in love with Saga and I was 

students because it’ s not crowded so you can focus on 

would say living in Saga is convenient because it’ s 

easier to access anything from here.

 

Q: Do you have any messages for students from Saga 

get coronavirus! 

situation so I hope to have some events soon that 

students can interact with international students!

online interview↑

meals everyday for two weels. But he could get over it 

so we are sure that he will be able to get over any 

(※）

(※）The financila support was provided by MEXT and Saga University



stories. We are grateful to them for sharing their stories in the midst of the corona 

own style.

new infections has increased rapidly from around the end of the year to the 

situation.

forward to the next issue!

In closing

  

Editors

Yomi Matsumoto, Advanced Health Sciences M1

Interviewees

                

    

                  

  

In this article, the two Japanese reporters were supposed to study abroad by now if it wasn’ t 

postponed or canceled...
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名前 : ルリエさん
出身国 : エチオピア (東アフリカ）

Q: 日本に来たのはいつですか ?

A；十月に来ました。東京で二週間隔離がありました。 

Q: 隔離期間のホテル代は自費でしたか？

A：いいえ、文部科学省から MEXT 奨学金をもらっていて、

免除されました。

Q: 隔離生活はどうでしたか ?

A：少し退屈だったけど、苦ではなかったです。食べ物は、

デリバリーで注文したり、ホテルの中にコンビニもあったの

で、そこに行って食べ物を買ったりできました。 

Q: なぜ佐賀大学に留学したのですか ?

A：日本に来る前に、自分の研究を佐賀大学の指導教員の方

と連絡を取り合って進めていたので、それで佐賀大学に来る

ことに決めました。佐賀大学は良い大学だと思います。少し

小さいけど、留学生が多いです。佐賀の市街地も好きで、自

転車でよく散策しています。

Q: 現在は佐賀でどんな勉強していますか ?

A：今は研究生で、熱帯作物について勉強しています。 

Q: 佐賀での生活はどうですか ?

オンラインインタビューの様子↑

(※）

(※）MEXTと佐賀大学から滞在費等の支援がありました



名前：ドンザラさん
出身国：ブルキナファソ（西アフリカ）



名前：エリオンさん
出身国：コソボ（ヨーロッパ）

オンラインインタビューの様子↑

(※）

(※）MEXTと佐賀大学から滞在費等の支援がありました



名前 : イェンさん
出身国：ベトナム　（東南アジア）

Q: 佐賀での生活はどうですか ?

オンラインインタビューの様子↑

(※）

(※）MEXTと佐賀大学から滞在費等の支援がありました



名前：ムストファさん
出身国：インドネシア（東南アジア）

オンラインインタビューの様子↑

(※）

(※）MEXTと佐賀大学から滞在費等の支援がありました



終わりに


